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4th April 2014 
Our Ref: P133 
 
Ms L. McIver 
Strategic Projects Manager 
Taylor Wimpey South East Strategic Land 
Templars House,  
Lulworth Close 
Chandlers Ford, Eastleigh, SO53 3TJ 
 
Question: When is a Parish development Consultation not a Consultation? 
Answer: When it is held in an entirely different Parish! 
 
Dear Ms McIver, 
 
Taylor Wimpey wishes to build a housing development of about 200 houses in a field belonging 
to White Dirt Farm in the Parish of Horndean. Your Company's claim that it would be a 
sustainable development would imply that a degree of investigation into the site had taken place. 
Horndean Parish Council has found the developer's cavalier approach to engagement with the 
residents in Horndean Parish more than a little disturbing and we have set out below some of the 
reasons. 
 
Given your Company's key Corporate Responsibility statement that it “seeks to manage our 
business to make positive social, environmental and economic contributions” and your claim to 
“Being a good neighbour and engaging with the community”, the Parish Council wonders why 
Taylor Wimpey commissioned a company (Turley Associates) to invite residents to a 
Presentation and Consultation in a village hall in Clanfield, an adjoining Parish, for a development 
that they are planning in Horndean? 
 
There are five large community halls in the Parish of Horndean but none were approached to 
host this Exhibition. There are only two in Clanfield, but the consultants chose the Clanfield 
Memorial Hall. The reason put forward by Turley Associates was that this hall was the closest to 
the field in question but this is incorrect. Further, the maps and information boards that were 
supplied by the developer in their Consultation incorrectly showed the proposed development and 
the surrounding area as being part of Clanfield. The Company's website still incorrectly refers to 
the location of the site as being in Clanfield over three weeks after the Consultation at which 
residents, District and Parish Councillors informed their representatives of the error.  Consulting 
in the right Parish is vital as matters to be considered, community needs and required facilities 
differ between Parishes. 
  
The process used in the Consultation would seem to have been misleading. The language used 
in the consultation paper which was distributed locally was quite subtle. Each phrase was 
carefully couched in terms which implied that the development was a ‘done deal’ and that East 
Hampshire District Council (EHDC) was already on-board with the developer’s plans. This is not 
the case. It appears the only approach made by the developers to EHDC prior to the presentation 
had been an application for a formal screening opinion as to whether there was a need for an 
Environmental Impact Assessment for the proposed development.  
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In addition, when the Public Consultation took place on the 7th March, many of the 627 (or so) 
attendees seem to have been misled by the developers representatives manning the display 
stands. 
 
Anecdotally, they were advised of the following: 
 

 The plans were at an “advanced stage” and there have been “thorough discussions with 

EHDC”. 

 Visitors were advised to speak to the "Town Planner" at the next stand with the inference 

that the person was from EHDC (which he was not - there was no representative from 

EHDC present). 

A major point that has been raised in objection to the proposed development is that it is in an 
area specifically defined as a 'Local Gap'. This means that development should be actively 
discouraged since it would result in the merging of three separate and distinct communities, 
namely Horndean, Catherington and Clanfield. This particular Local Gap on the northern side of 
Horndean Parish is very important to the area as it marks the transition from the heavily built out 
areas lying to the east to the more rural Catherington Village with the South Downs National Park 
beyond that. It prevents the coalescence of the three areas resulting in urban sprawl with 
inadequate facilities and infrastructure. It should also be noted that the site falls outside the 
Settlement Policy Boundary and is thus covered by countryside policies in not only the Joint Core 
Strategy for the District but the National Planning Policy Framework. This fact has been totally 
ignored by Taylor Wimpey.  
 
Taylor Wimpey will be well aware that Local Gaps are cherished by residents for a whole lot of 
reasons including the need to keep settlements separate and distinct as well as to foster a sense 
of place and belonging and thus promote social cohesion. In this case also, it is a particularly 
valued landscape of ancient chalk Downland, hence its name. 
 
How then could Taylor Wimpey consider that any development of the site was "sustainable 
development"? The mistakes highlighted above show a total failure to research the site and its 
importance to the Parish of Horndean.  Any such research into Horndean Parish would have 
revealed that there are sustainable sites elsewhere that have come forward in the SHLAA 
process and which, depending on the proposed development and the associated facilities to be 
provided, would have local support. 
  
Another area of major concern was that, should the development go ahead, it would have a very 
serious detrimental effect on the availability of infrastructure and local services (GP's surgery 
appointments, etc.). The developers were not forthcoming about what they would do to offset 
these problems. 
 
The vast majority of people in the surrounding communities do not want the field at White Dirt 
Farm to be built over. There are other better and more suitable SHLAA sites which can be 
considered to meet Horndean’s new housing contribution for the years up to 2028 in respect of 
the Joint Core Strategy. 
 
Horndean Parish Council respectfully suggest that there are more appropriate places for houses 
to be built. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Philippa Penfold 
Proper Officer and Office Services Manager 
On behalf of Horndean Parish Council 


