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Objection to application 26152/002 from George Hollingbery MP 

LIPS Consultation 

In a consultation earlier this year, EHDC asked residents where they would like to see houses built 
in their area.   This formed the basis of the Local Interim Planning Statement (LIPS).   The 
overwhelming response was a preference for Hazleton and Pyle farm to the East of Horndean. The 
White Dirt Farm site was not one of the preferred locations and in fact it was among the lowest 
supported of the sites available.     

Given that the LIPS is a material planning consideration when determining planning applications 
for new housing in the main settlements outside the South Downs National Park (SDNP), the 
application should be rejected. 

Community consultation 

Paragraph 66 of National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) makes clear that: ‘…Applicants will be 
expected to work closely with those directly affected by their proposals to evolve designs that take 
account of views of the community. Proposals that can demonstrate this in developing the design 
of the new development should be looked on more favourably…’ 

While the applicant in this case has produced a ‘Statement of Community Involvement’ they did 
not produce a document which was thorough or rigorous.  

For example, the site is located between Clanfield and Horndean but is technically in the Parish of 
Horndean and yet Taylor Wimpey held their consultation in the parish of Clanfield and invited 
Clanfield Parish Council.  

Parish Councillors for Horndean did not receive their invitations to this consultation until after the 
event.  

The Chairman of Horndean Parish Council has also confirmed that there has been no engagement 
between Taylor Wimpey and the parish council regarding this development. 

Given the mistakes in the process, the statement should be disregarded and the application 
should be rejected on the basis of lack of consultation with the community. 

Village gap 

The site represents an important part of the gap between the villages of Catherington, Horndean 
and Clanfield.   The field is crucial in maintaining this gap and is fundamental to ensuring the 
distinct character of the three separate villages.    Allowing development on this site would 
remove a sufficient portion of the gap to diminish its purpose. 



Environmental impact 

East Hampshire District Council’s Landscape Assessment makes clear that ‘…Development on this 
site would profoundly and adversely change the character of the area…’ while the Landscape 
Character Assessment suggests that the strategy should be to: ‘…conserve remaining elements of 
chalk down-land landscape…’.   Any permission for development on this site would undermine this 
aim. 

Furthermore, the site is currently a wildlife corridor for Catherington Lith Local Nature Reserve 
(LNR).    Development of the site would leave other green spaces and LNRs in the area as ‘islands’.   
This would be detrimental to local wildlife and would reduce the effectiveness of local 
conservation efforts. 

Transport 

Public transport links to this area are limited, meaning that the most common mode of transport is 
the car.  The development of this site would greatly increase the congestion on the semi-rural 
village roads.    

Constituents have particularly raised concerns with me about additional parking on the road in 
New Road and at the school in Green Lane.  It will also undoubtedly increase congestion on the 
slip-road onto the north bound carriageway of the A3.   

Flooding 

The northern end of White Dirt Lane at the junction with Southdown Road has been known to 
flood.  As has Tarn Rise.   The gradient of the land is such that any development on this site would 
significantly exacerbate this problem. 

Facilities 

Local amenities such as Clanfield Doctors Surgery are already in the process of expanding their 
operation to absorb the residents in the new Green Lane development.    Development of this site 
so quickly after Green Lane would put a great deal of strain on the surgery. 

For these reasons the application should be rejected. 

Please add my comments to the consultation. 

Yours sincerely 

 
George Hollingbery 
Member of Parliament for Meon Valley
 


